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ROLE OF ENVmONMENTAL NGOS IN SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT IN BANGLADESH 

Abstract 

Bangladesh is faced with rampant poverty, high 
population density, recurring natural disasters and a 
dwindling natural resource base. All these factors make it 
imperative for the country to integrate and sustain all 
development concerns. Known as the land of non­
governmental organizations (NOOs), the role of NOOs 
especially those dedicated towards environmental causes 
are crucial towards the end. The paper considers the 
origins, typology and operational spheres of the NOOs in 
Bangladesh, focusing on the functional aspects of those 
categorized as environmental NOOs. It is observed that 
the NGOs in Bangladesh owe their origins to the 
country 's legacies of political tumult and environmental 
hazards and to still larger factors of misgovernance and 
alienation caused by autocracy and pOlitical instability; 
but they owe their regulatory framework to the 
intermediary role of the foreign donors. Category-wise, 
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ROLE OF ENVIRONMENTAL NGOS IN BANGLADESH 

the NGOs of Bangladesh fit in well with the World 
Bank's description of them as service-oriented, but their 
role in overall developmental endeavor is subject to 
question. However, the role of the NGOs in the 
environmental category has earned more credibility and 
commendation as they surely play a role in raising 
community environmental consciousness, promoting 
protection and the needs of sustainable development. It is 
felt that the NGOs can be better utilized at the grassroots 
level for ensuring sustainable development in a least 
developing country like Bangladesh, and that a 
government wi th democratic credentials, effectiveness 
and credibility can use them as siate 's eyes, ears and arms 
for both the ends. 

INTRODUCTION 

85 

Born in 1947 as part of Pakistan and re-born in 1971 through an 
arduous struggle for liberation, it is now famed as a land of the non­
governmental organizations (NGOs), with one of the largest numbers 
being in operation in the category of international and national NGOs. 
Some of them have their track record of participation in the nation's 
struggle for liberation and have also played a role in the work of relief 
and rehabilitation during that period. In the aftermath of liberation, the 

NGOs were drawn into development process and have emerged as a 
well-known phenomenon in the development concerns of Bangladesh 

(Siddiqui, 96: 117). The number of the registered NGOs in Bangladesh 
alone is now well publicized around 20,000. The number of the 
unregistered ones may well be a few times more, though most of them 
operate locally and nobody knows exactly how many of them are real 
and functional , and how many are fakes. 

While some of the NGOs owe their birth dating back to the 
Pakistani period, most of them have emerged in the aftermath of the 
independence of the country. They have featured most prominently 
































































































