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_ ‘The challenge of researchmg a’nd deliberating on the complex £y
' heu of the foreign policy of the countries of the developing world

suring political stability and greater economic growth under
enormous domestic compulsions and compelling external constraints
 severely limit the range of options and manoeuvrability of its foreign
- policy. Moreover, the ascribed sensitiveness and a perceived notion i
. of secrecy make the documents of foreign policy less accessible for =
open discassion, leading in effect to an endemic dearth of literature on
ubject. : SR
. ‘Bangladesh emerged as an indedendent nation m the wake of
he first successful secessionist civil war of the century. The problems -
at the country faced during the years following its independence are
wiously similar to those faced by the bulk of the nations that were
ated from colonial rule in the wake of the Second World War.
country was poor, inheriting a legacy of exploited and neglected
omy and it was in a political vacuum lacking in adequ
' inshtutxons The sntuatwn was' also a pecnliar ons.




~on the other a badly needed cooperation from a greater part (V)
international community which was hostile to its creation. This
in a situation when the people and leadership were overwhelmed
extraordinarily heightened level of expectation seeking enormous socio=
economic upliftment. How was the task dealt with to devel
framework for its external relations, what were the compulsions
“determined the principles and objectives of the foreign policy QE
Bangladesh, what are the core values and interests that the country :
is committed to preserve and uphold—these are some of the pert

- questions which remain to be answered in order to understand th
evolution and basic tenets of foreign policy of Bangladesh.

In this backdrop the community of the students of contemporary
history and internattonal relations, academics and policy m y
is offered with a collection of essays edited by Emajuddin Ahz
under the title Foreign Policy of Bangladesh: A small state’s impath
_The book which is the first of a promised series of volumes is
attempt at academic enquiry into the context and content of foreign
policy of Bangladesh by a group of distinguished University teache

The first article titled “Foreign Policy of Bangladesh : A Fra
work of Analysis” by Abdul Halim commits itself to analyse
whole set of issues ranging from the aims, objectives and prinoiples
‘Bangladesh foreign policy to its decision making structure and th
- nature of its continuity and change—a task which has appeared
~ wide and too complex to be accomplished within the scope
fourteen pages, as has been done by Halim. The article aptly ta

 Bismarck’s famous quotation—extension of domestic policy is fort

~ policy—as its premise but goes on to entangle itself into methodolos
- complications by attempting to examine aims and objectives of fo

- policy for understanding national interests. The author neverthe

- presents useful classification of the aims and objectives of B

i j‘ore:gn policy which, though elaborated in a very sketchy‘




Pt élwy of Peace and Non-Alignment”, Emajuddin Ahamed prmnts

1 interesting exercise of one of the key aspects of Bangladesh foreign
cy—the policy of peace and non-alignment. The premise of funda-
itals of non-alignment and that of the long and short term bases of
gladesh foreign policy are set in perspective to highlight the factors

Iforces behind Bangladeshi urge for a policy of peace and nom-

gnment. In this context Ahamed indentifies and analyses three
main sets of geo-political and socio-economic cansiderations behind
nary foreign policy concerns of Bangladesh. These are, firstly,
feguarding of independence which dictates a policy of peaceful
. cooperation and not confrontation, secondly, ensuring rapid economic
development which necessitates an environment of uninterupted
onal and international peace and thirdly, friendly ties with all and
ve:slfymg its external relations in the context of increasing major
great power rivalry in and around the region. The paper could,
owever, have been made more comprehensive by the inclusion of
r #9 e analysis of Bangladesh’s role in the post-independent period for

rnational peace as one of the important members of the Non- g

ned movement.

ishtiaq Hossain in his brief paper on Indo-Bangladesh relations

uches on the mojor issues on perhaps one of the most significant
' ;of Bangladesh’s external relations. His paper presents an inferes-
rundown of events and issues in Bangladesh’s relation with India
ost the same way as Serajul Islam does in his exercise on
gladesh-Pakistan Relations. Both the essays, however. could be

e penetrating and more useful if certain other aspects of these

nships like the politico-strategic setting and perspectives of the
rties, their compulsions and dilemmas would have been examined
eal a comprehensive picture of the ‘most vital aspect of theaef'
ar inter-state relations in South Asia. £
\ mtarestmg exercise is found in Ishtiaq Hossain’s mond. amcle .

e book which he dedicates to Bangladesh-US relations. In a-

hort but precise space he brings forth the fundamental issues “in
S ot B Tt RS S e O R




these relations including the US perspectives in Bangladesh emer
from a greater frame of US interests in South Asia. One also
usefully finds an exercise of US-Bangladesh relations during the |

- 1971-1981. The paper very rightly underscores the importance of"' :

involvement in this part of the world and places Bangladesh decis
makers to the challenge of keeping their country within the range
US interests,

external relations of Bangladesh. The paper starts with-an exercis
- Islam as a determinant of foreign policy postures ir Islamic countri
. in general, Tt then presents the storv of Bangladesh’s relations w
the Muslim world dmdmg it mto three properly classified pha

in February 1974 and the change of government in August 19’
‘while the period after that till date is analysed as phase three. Final

~ the author provides some data on economic ~ aid to Bangladesh fro
 ¥slamic countries, As it stands, the exercise has only partially addl'ﬁg_i
the main problems raised in its introduction. Nevertheless, the
~ article will serve as important material for further study to answer
- some of the questions raised by the author. The part on econom
aid would be more useful if the real dependence ‘would have

- shown in terms of share of aid from the Tslamic countries in pre
tion to that from the rest of the world.

- One of the most successful part of Bangladesh's diplomatic histo
has been the country’s election to the UN Security Council. An exerec
 of the role played by Bangladesh at the Council is thus pertinen to
theunde:standmg of the country’s foreign policy. Nurul Mom

takes on such an exercise from the perspective of Banglad

- atthe UN Security Council on the Arab-Israeli issue. The

! presenta not only an insightful paper on the subject sho
' and faﬂuros of Bamg!adeshi dlplomacy bvt has alno




to show the process of complex nature of diplomatic activity iy
_'und this long-standing issue and to show in the process the inher .
ent limitation of the UN diplomacy. The author, however, appears
‘have broken his pace at the end of his article as he ends up with
entifying the success of Bangladeshi d!plomacy with the success of
individual diplomat.

Although the article on Superpower strategy in the Third World
Imtiaz Ahmed seems to be ‘rather remotely fittedin the scope of
reviewed collection, the author presents herein a highly interesting
d thought-provoking premise of study and analysis on the subject
‘ou_gh depicting an insightful picture of the milieu of related varia-
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SARC has by now become one of the major foreign policy concerns
of Bangladesh, an exercise on the same therefore takes specific signi-

cance. The final article of the book by Emajuddin Ahamed makes
strong case for regional cooperation in South Asia highlighting some
the socio-politico-economic compulsions of the countries of the
glon and the expected impacts on them. It also deals with some
aspects of the India factor in SARC—all quite penetratingly but fitting 8
‘once again only indirectly within the theme of the volume. This isa N84
part of the lopsidedness in the coverage of the book. Bangladesh’s
tion with China and the USSR have not been dealt with. It is only
1oped that the promised volumes would cover these vitally important
qre&%z But the fact thatthe country's relation with only one of the
Superpowers has been covered leaves a permanent scar on the book, i
not a bias.

~ Well, an absence of a defined framework and structure of the book
verging with its theme (as suggested by the title) is conspicuous,
‘Publication of collection of essays is the prevailing trend in the contem=
ary world of research. But despite the claim that the volume isan
ome of ‘specially commissioned essays’, while reading the book,
gets the impression that it is hardly onme. The reader obtains
r the perspectives of its authors on a single problem nor a set of
on some specific aspects of a well-defined thcme. Over and
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aﬁﬁﬁé; ‘a crucial part of the commitment — a small state‘ ‘
—remains the least addressed part except for few penpherai
-here and there.

Finally, a book worth of its publishers’ and authors’ name
. have contained much less of printing errors and editing shorlz-c
wlnch pitifully irritates the reader.

Having said all these one would do real injustice by not ¢
attention to the fact that the editor, the authors and the pu
deserve real appreciation for the first ever effort of this type
subject in the country. This is a challenge none had advent
take earlier. The book would undoubtedly provide the crucial

for further research and stimulate more promising publicatior
future. Tt will be a reading of immense importance to anyone i
sted not only in the foreign policy of Bangladesh but also in
cmcxal aspects of South Asian politics in general. A select 8.
phy and some important documentation would have aided
research further. Perhaps this is too imposing on the od;

for the readers’ requ:rements.

~ Bangladesh Institute of Intemational
- and Strategic Studies, Dhaka.
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